Sermon Series: Advent
Today’s Message: Preparation
December 10, 2017 Derek Harden

EXPECTATION leads to PREPARATION.

Luke 1:34-38

34 And Mary said to the angel, "*How will this be, since | am a virging”
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 3¢ And behold,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will
be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, | am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according fo your word.” And the
angel departed from her.

Matthew 1:18-25

8 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she
was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 1 And her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son
of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 Al
this fook place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23 "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call
his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 22When Joseph
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him:
he took his wife, 25 but knew her not unfil she had given birth to a son.
And he called his name Jesus.

YES = TRUST + COMMITMENT

Luke 1:5-7

5In the days of Herod, king of Judeaq, there was a priest named
Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. ¢ And they were
bothrighteous before God, walking blamelessly in  all  the
commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7But they had no child,
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.

YES = TRUST + COMMITMENT

Preparation begins with ONE YES and is fulfilled through
MANY YESES.

Matthew 24:42-44

42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord
is coming.43But know this, that if the master of the house had known
in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 4 Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect.

|Application Challenge:

God is worthy of your YES and He will do more than you ever
thought possible when we TRUST and COMMIT to Him. What
area of your life do you need to say YES to God this week. Ask
Him — He will make it known to you. Tell Him YES and then take
a small step of faith through obedience.



